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This research examines the validity and possibility of
representation (Niyabah) of a discerning child (Mumayyiz) in
performing acts of worship (‘Ibadat) in Islamic jurisprudence.
The aim of the research is a precise explanation of the various
perspectives, their foundations and evidences, and the
presentation of a well-reasoned viewpoint. This study,
employing a descriptive-analytical method and relying on
library research, examines and compares the opinions of
Imami jurists (including three approaches: validity, invalidity,
and detailed distinction based on the legitimacy of a child's
acts of worship) and Sunni jurists (who have largely rejected
representation of a child in acts of worship, although some
detailed distinctions have also been proposed by them). The
research findings, based on evidences such as the general
applicability (Itlag) of the evidences of representation, the
non-applicability of the Hadith al-Raf’ (the tradition of the
lifting of obligation) as an impediment to representation, the
principle of precaution (Asl al-lhtiyat) in favor of validity
when the act is performed correctly, the existence of criteria
and benefit (Maslahat) in a child's acts of worship and the
attainment of reward thereby, and the absence of any inherent
deficiency in the child's representative act provided the
conditions are met, indicate the legitimacy of a child's proxy
worship and the validity of his representation in devotional
matters (provided there is assurance of correct performance).
The innovation of this research lies in presenting a
comprehensive comparative analysis and attempting to address
the doubts raised concerning the representation of a child.
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Avrticle Info ABSTRACT
This research aims to elucidate the limits and foundations of
Article type: the responsibility of the Islamic ruler (Hakim) in issuing
Research Article governmental decrees related to public necessities and the

regulation of acts of worship_(‘Ibadat), by examining the
mechanism of liability in Imami jurisprudence. Governmental
Article history: decrees in the dﬂmam of mana |ng putr)][lc nﬁces?tles and

- organizing worship practices fall” within the legitimate
Received: 16 September au%horlty of the ruﬂzr. However, the scope of these decrees'

2025 influence and the practical reliance of the people uh)on them
Revised: 30 November  mean that errors in assessing the subject matter, the public
2025 interest, or the method of implementation can lead to

Accepted: 19 February financial, devotional, and social harms. By analyzing legal
2026 ﬁrmmples such as Gharar (causation by deceit), La Darar ?no
arm), and Tasbib (indirect causation), and by drawing on the

Available online 12 April - conqiict (Sirah) of the Prophet (pbuh) and imam Ali (pbuh),

2026 this study demonstrates that the legitimate reliance of duty-
Keywords: bound individuals on governmental orders serves as the basis
Governmental Decree for attributing liability to the structure of governance
(Hukm Hukamat), (Wilayah). This places the compensation for damages

resulting from governmental error upon the government and,

Ruler's Responsibility, in terms of execution, upon the public treasury (Bayt ul-Mal).

Imami Jurisprudence, The research findings indicate that the ruler's responsibility is
Public Necessities, not limited solely to financial compensation. Rather,
Regulation of Acts of devotional and social dimensions are also identifiable within

: the jurisprudential framework. These include the necessity of
Worship, Govemmental forr%]al_lyprectifyin an erroneous decree, repeating the 20 of
Liability. worship when the validity of the obligation” has been
compromised, and restoring public trust in cases where a
mistaken decree has weakened religious order or devotional
participation. Accordingly, it is concluded that political
authority in Imami jurisprudence, despite its broad decision-
making “scope, also entails compensatory obligations. The
health of the devotional and social system necessitates that
the ruler, while exercising caution in issuing governmental
decrees, also provide a clear mechanism for compensating for
potential consequences.

Cite this article: Aghapour, R.; Taei, F.(2025). A Jurisprudential Examination of the Ruler's
Responsibili;y in Issuing Governmental Decrees Related to Public Necessities and the Regulation
of Acts of Worship (‘lbadat). Jurisprudence of worship Doctrines, 6(11), 31-62.
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The present research examines the issue of proxy
(Niyabah) in Istikharah (seeking divine guidance) from the
perspective of Imami jurisprudence. Using a descriptive-
analytical method, this study demonstrates that there is a
consensus (Ijma‘) among jurists on the permissibility of the
principle of proxy in Istikharah. This ruling is founded
upon the nature of Istikharah as a form of supplication and
seeking goodness, the absence of any explicit religious
prohibition, and the continuous practice of the Imams
(pbuh) and the religious community. Subsequently, the
conditions of the proxy (Na’ib), including puberty, sanity,
faith, and perfect attributes such as piety, presence of heart,
and knowledge of the etiquette of Istikharah, are examined.
Regarding the principal (Mustakhir)—the one for whom
the Istikharah is performed—it is emphasized that while it
is not a condition for him to be informed or to give
permission, the existence of genuine bewilderment on his
part is necessary. Finally, the jurisprudential ruling on
proxy in Istikharah through modern tools is explained. The
results indicate that these tools are only valid if they serve
as a means of communication with a real proxy (a human
being) and not merely as software algorithms.
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Article Info ABSTRACT
The present research examines the rule of non-reliance
Article type: on the oppressor (Qa‘idat ‘Adam al-Rukun ila al-

Zalim) and its application in acts of worship ( ‘Ibadat).
This rule is one of the fundamental and effective rules
which, due to being less well-known and its influence

Research Article

Article history: on all indiv,i\?ual zil_nd socialhaspects, holds special

o importance. Non-reliance on the oppressor means not
Received: 11 October 2025 gravitating toward or trusting the oppressor, a concept
Revised: 3 November 2025 emphasized in religious sources and referenced In

Accepted: 15 November 2025 various chapters of jurisprudence. The main research
Available online 19 November ~ duestion is: what manifestations does the rule of non-

2025 reliance on the oppressor have in the various chapters

. of acts of worship? The present study, employing a
Keywords: descriptive-analytical method, examines the rule
Jurisprudential Analysis, Non-  prohibiting reliance on the oppressor and _its
Reliance on the Oppressor manifestations in the chapters of worship. The findings

(‘Adam al-Rulin ila al-Zalim) indicate that unconditional trust in the oppressor Is

rejected from a Aurisprudential perspective, and in

Combating the Oppressor, interacting with him, religious precaution must be
Financial Acts of Worship, observed. In applying this rule, Shi'a jurists have
Ruling-Based Acts of Worship ~ Proposed guidelines in cases such as the payment of
(Ibadat-e Hukm). religious financial obligations (Khums and Zakat),

following an oppressor in prayer (lgtida’), following a
just Imam appointed by an unjust ruler, the ruling on
repeating prayer (1°‘adah) if the disbelief (Kufr) of the
congregational prayer leader is discovered after its
performance, obeying an oppressor father in acts of
worship, accompanying him in travel, and building a
mosque. These guidelines demonstrate the direct
impact of this rule on the validity and legitimacy of
devotional acts.
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(2025). The Rule of Non-Reliance on the Oppressor and Its Practical Manifestations in Acts of
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Article Info ABSTRACT

This research aims to extract and explain the practical
Article type: model of approximative jurisprudence in the domain of
Research Article acts of worship (‘Ibadat) from the perspective of
Ayatollah Mohammad Vaez-Zadeh Khorasani. Using a
Article history: descriptive-analytical method based on library research
Received: 3 October 2025 and content analysis of his works, this article seeks to
Revised: 14 October 2025 answer the fundamental question: What is Ayatollah
Ai‘::ete & lSIfI(?V::nber Vaez-Zadeh's model and method for managing and
2025p ’ bringing rapprochement to jurisprudential differences
. . between Islamic schools of thought (Madhahib) in the

Availabl line 17 . . 1
Nﬁi‘e;b;";‘ogf areas of prayer (Salar) and fasting (Sawm)? The findings
Keywords: indicate that his method is founded upon four

methodological principles: 1) distinguishing between
essential and subsidiary disagreements, 2) prioritizing
the interest of the unity of the Ummah over minor
differences, 3) returning to commonalities and the
objectives of Islamic law (Magasid al-Shari‘ah), and 4)
utilizing custom (‘Urf) and the established practice of
rational people. The application of these principles to
cases such as the permissibility of praying behind
Sunnis, accepting their testimony (Shahadah) in proving
the crescent moon (Hildl), and unity in declaring the
time for breaking the fast and the rites of Hajj
demonstrates that his threefold method—reducing
sensitivity, emphasizing commonalities, and offering
flexible jurisprudential interpretations—provides a
practical model for rapprochement in the most sensitive
domains of worship.
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Vaez-Zadeh Khorasani in the Jurisprudence of Acts of Worship (Figh al-‘Tbadat). Jurisprudence of
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The invalidity of prayer caused by intentional weeping for
worldly matters during prayer (Salat) has long been a matter of
attention among Imami jurists. Most late jurists have regarded it
as invalidating the prayer, relying on consensus or widespread
juristic acceptance; however, a close examination of the sources
shows that the claim of a comprehensive consensus in this
matter faces serious challenges. The textual basis for
invalidation is limited to two weakly transmitted reports, the
very reliability of which was contested by jurists such as
Ayatullah al-Burujirdi. He sought to compensate for the
weakness of their chains by invoking the juridical authority of
early scholarly fame (Shuhrah al-Qudama’) within the
framework of the Usul al-Mutalagqgat. Yet a careful review of
those foundational texts shows that many of them do not address
this issue at all, and that the scattered expressions found in them
are more likely the result of juristic reasoning than a direct
transmission from the Infallible Imam. On this basis, the claim
of consensus in this field appears incomplete and non-definitive,
and its evidences emerge mainly in later juristic periods,
especially among jurists after Shaikh al-Tusi. The present study,
employing a descriptive-analytical approach and a library-based
method for data collection, has sought to emphasize the
necessity of rethinking the way in which early scholarly fame is
cited as evidence and the need to return to the opinions of early
jurists in order to discover the extent of their fatwa-based
renown (Shuhrah Fatwa’l) or their agreement on a single
opinion, for the purpose of ascertaining the opinion of the
Infallible Imam (pbuh).
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